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Research Paper

The image of Japan and Japanese by the people of Southeast Asia
during the Japanese military occupation from 1941 to 1945

—the summary of the original Japanese paper—..

Kubota, Takeshi

It is evident that Japanese invasion and occupation of Southeast Asia from 1941 to 1945 caused a great
pains and distress to many people there. Countless local people were involved in violent battles, suffered
terribly under harsh and cruel treatment by the Japanese army, and experienced a serious shortage of food,
medicine, and other essentials.

The purpose of this paper is to make clear their image of Japan and the Japanese during their occupation,
to explain why these perceptions varied from place to place, and to propose appropriate ways for Japan to
keep a positive and lasting relationship with Southeast Asia.

To survey feelings toward Japan and the Japanese, local textbooks and three important political leaders’
memoires were the main sources. .

When the Japanese army invaded this area, they claimed that they were coming to free the local people
from white men’s colonial rule, and many local people accepted this initially except Singapore and Malay
Chinese and Filipinos. However, as the occupation went on, many people became disenchanted with Japanese
rule due to the cruelty and economic hardship they experienced. Ex-Singapore premier Lee Kuan Yew wrote
in his memoirs that British rule was much better than the Japanese occupation. Thus, resistance movements
began, especially in Malay and Philippines.

On the other hand, in Indonesia, Thailand, and French Indochina, people’s feelings towards the Japanese
were not as negative because they did not experienced violent battles. In Thailand and French Indochina,
Japanese army did not rule them directly and there were little brutal treatment of local people by the Japanese
army. Particularly, in Indonesia, the top Japanese leaders listened carefully to the advice and wishes of the top
local leaders. After Japan surrendered to Allied Forces on August 15 in 1945, the commander of Japanese
forces in Indonesia helped the local leaders declare the independence on August 17 .

Now, nearly seventy years have passed since the War ended. To continue friendly relations with these
countries, Japan and the Japanese should not forget past blunder and strive to never repeat them. Modesty
would be our best policy.

Key words: Southeast Asia, World Warll, Japanese occupation, Japanese army, Local people, Local

textbooks, Political leaders’ memoires




