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Practice-based Report

“School Practicum” at Japan Professional School of

Education:

General Overview of the Academic Year 2008 and Prospects for the Future

Deguchi, Hideki; Kubota, Takeshi; Ono, Seiichi;
Ishizuka, Hideo; Nagai, Ayamasa; Kira, Naoshi; and Nakaoka, Takashi

This paper presents the findings of an in-house collaborative research study of “School
Practicum”™—a required course at Japan Professional School of Education—conducted during
the academic year 2008-09.

Concretely speaking, in view of the accomplishments from the previous academic year, this
paper presented a general overview of the School Practicum during the academic year 2008-09,
consisting of analysis of trends, challenges for the future, and lessons to be used for the
academic year 2009-10 and beyond. It also attempted to come up with some themes to be
examined and investigated in this collaborative research project.

The contents of the Practicum, conducted in 2008-09, were mostly classified as the 3A type
—a type of practicum based on a good balance of “classes and duties related to class activities”
and “school affairs and other duties.” In view of the fact that the Practicum was consolidated
into the 3A type, this paper examined the significance of the School Practicum for the training
of professionals, as well as the legitimacy of the 3A type practicum for that purpose. It also
presented some administrative challenges for the future implementation of the Practicum.

Key words: School Practicum, internship, classification of practicum, training of professionals,

teachers’ expertise




