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A Study on Research Guidance in Professional Graduate Schools of
Education, Focusing on Theoretical Reframing of Work Experiences

Haruko Ishihara!

(Graduate School of Practitioners in Education at Seisa University )

Abstract

This paper presents an interview survey on Practice Research and Master of Education
(professional degree), which was carried out by the Joint Research on the Graduate
School of Practitioners in Education at Seisa University. It also summarizes the outline
of this study and recommendations for the implementation of professional development.
Interview targets were faculty members of five graduate schools (including professional
graduate schools); the questions focused on the system for supporting adult professional
students, the nature of their learning needs and styles, and the guiding principles for
educating them. The interview was analyzed by Modified Grounded Theory Approach.
It became clear that the faculty members are guiding students to learn beyond solving
problems through practice, they think that theoretical reframing of work experiences is
not based on either mere theory or mere work itself. In addition, it became clear that the
theoretical reframing means to reframe work experience by both problem recognition
on work and theoretical framework. Finally, we, the faculty members re-envisioned the

curriculum of ‘project research’ based on the findings of this study.

Keywords: adult students, learning needs, professional development, project research,

curriculum re-envision
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