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“Comparing and Contrasting Three Models for Antibullying Intervention:
KiVa Program Focusing on Bystanders, Olthof’ s Approach Targeting Ringleader Bullies,
and Policies by Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

NIHEI, Yoshiaki

[Abstract]

Anti-bullying intervention models differ according to the role on which they focus in the group dynamics
of bullying. This article contrasted three models of antibullying intervention: the KiVa Antibullying Program
which emphasizes bystander interventions, Olthof’s model which targets ringleader bullies, and the approach
proposed by Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology which emphasizes
school-based comprehensive interventions. The results suggested that KiVa’s approach aiming to change
bystanders into defenders might have limited effects, and that Olthof’s antibullying intervention by restricting
the resource control of ringleader bullies might be educationally problematic. The alternative proposal for
antibullying intervention is to give children identified as latent ringleader bullies positive roles in bullying
prevention activities and let them satisfy their desire for social dominance by means other than bullying.

Keywords : bullying, KiVa Antibullying Program, Olthof’s antibullying intervention
model, Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology.
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