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Teachers’ Perceptions of the Significance of Correspondence High School Students’
Involvement with Others: Focusing on the Instrumental and Consummatory Functions.

TOKI, Reina

[Abstract]

The purpose of this study was to investigate teachers' perspectives on the significance of gathering
and engaging students and teachers face to face in correspondence high school education in Japan. For
this purpose, the present author analyzed the results of interviews and published data from both public
and private correspondence high schools.

The findings are summarized as follows: In public schools and certain private schools, teachers
were reshaping education in correspondence high schools based on the educational perspectives
they had developed. In particular, public correspondence high school education is basically focused on
“Instrumental functions” and is not necessarily "consummatorization”.

On the other hand, private school teachers tended to talk about aspects other than academic
education and the significance of face-to-face education. It became clear that private schools' efforts to
encourage students who are uncomfortable or averse to going to school and interacting with others to
interact with others are intended to have an "instrumental function" aimed at social independence.

Keywords: Involvement with Others, Teachers' Perspectives on Education, Correspondence
High Schooals, Instrumental Function, Consummatory Function
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