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Abstract
[Background] Reading children's illustrated books to nursing students by a pediatric nursing
instructor has been introduced into an “Introduction to Pediatric Nursing” class at 3-year nursing
college X since fiscal year (FY) 2012. The practice aimed to help students understand children's
characteristics, with adopting the notion that “Children are not little adults.” [Purpose] This study
explored educational effect of the instructor’s reading practice on the students’ understanding of
children’s characteristics within the scope of nursing. [Method] An anonymous survey
questionnaire regarding the instructor’s reading practice was conducted on a total of 120 students
in FY 2016 (n=40 per grade). The data was analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively. [Results]
Ninety-four students (78.3%) responded to the survey. Over 90% of participants had positive
images of illustrated books and ninety-three (98.9%) recognized the difference in interpreting the
content of books between children and adults. Qualitative analysis revealed that the participants’
key components to understand the notion of “Children are not little adults” included “children’s’
immaturity”, “inexperience”, “originality”, “dignity”, “adultness” and “respect to child”.
Furthermore, when the third-grade students looked back on their encounters with children in the
pediatric nursing practicum, they recognized “children’s’ immaturity” and “originality” as
important components to be acknowledged. [Conclusion] The data indicates that pediatric nursing
instructor’s reading children's illustrated books to nursing students at an “Introduction to
pediatric nursing” class is an effective method to promote students’ support in understanding of
children’s characteristics.
Keywords: Basic nursing education, “Introduction to pediatric nursing” class, Understanding of

children’s characteristics, Reading illustrated books, Class evaluation by students
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