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Reexamination of the solution to the war orphan problem from the perspective of
child welfare

SASAKI, Tsuyoshi

[Abstract]

The purpose of this study is to clarify the history of the treatment of vagrant children, called "war
orphans," who slept in the vicinity of Ueno Station in Tokyo during the ten years after the end of World
War II (Pacific War). For this purpose, I carefully examined the records in the 80th, 100th, and 120th
anniversaries of the “Tokyo Metropolitan-Yoikuin”, the Monthly Report on the History of the “Tokyo
Metropolitan-Yoikuin” and the “Aijino-ie” Histories, as well as the descriptions in publications on "war
orphans. As a result, it was found that the role of the “Tokyo Metropolitan-Yoikuin Foster Home” was
affected by the difficulty of communication between the “Tokyo Metropolitan-Yoikuin Foster Home”,
which was the main body of activities, and the related departments. In addition, there was a lack of
clarity regarding where responsibility lay for the protection and treatment of war orphans and other
juveniles.

Because of the cruelty of the war orphans' experiences, it is difficult for them to tell their stories
within their families, and some people feel that they will not tell their families about their experiences
and will take them to their graves. Seventy-six years have passed since the end of the war, and those
who have experienced it are aging, making it difficult to tell their stories and to listen to them.

This study reexamines the significance of passing on the stories of the tragic experiences of the war
to the next generation from the perspective of child welfare.

Keywords: War orphans, Support system for the needy, Handing down the experiences,
Child care
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