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Reconstruction of human rights education and the role of storytellers :
Focusing on Yasuji Hirasawa-
Naoko Kamiyama

(Graduate School of Education, Seisa University)

Abstract

In human rights education, there is an increasing need to address individual human rights
issues by acting more responsively to social changes and then intensify efforts to resolve such
issues. This study aims to elucidate the human rights educational capability of storytelling by
Yasuji Hirasawa, a leprosy survivor, and to reconstruct human rights education so that it
encompasses all educational activities by utilizing the practical results of his distinctive
storytelling.

Based on an overview of efforts from an individual perspective in human rights education, the
following process is a methodological framework for understanding the meaning and significance
of human rights through a deep understanding of those who suffer from prejudice and
discrimination: Phase A (intellectual education) concentrates on learning the reality of prejudice
and discrimination; Phase B (a sense of involvement) aims at facing the issues as if they were one’s
own; and Phase C (attitude change and action) searches for a feasible approach to resolve the issues
and puts it into practice. In light of the three phases of human rights education, we analyzed the
past practices that addressed human rights issues and those that utilized Yasuji Hirasawa’s narrative.
As a result, it became clear that the past human rights educational practices tended to remain in
Phase A (intellectual education). However, it was confirmed that adoption of face-to-face
storytelling enabled the students’ learning to shift from Phase A to Phase B (a sense of involvement)
and Phase C (attitude change and action). The practice of human rights education based on these
results is uniquely named the “multi-dimensional complex practice method.”

This method of practice focuses on communication between the storyteller and the listener and
aims to improve the listener’s listening skills and train teachers to be inheritors of human rights

education so that the storyteller becomes a good listener as well.

Keywords: human rights education, leprosy, Yasuji Hirasawa, storyteller, multi-dimensional

complex practice method

16



