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Research paper

Contributions of religious organizations that support foreign residents in Japan

Izumi Takahashi

(Graduate  School of Education, Seisa University)

Abstract

This study aims to clarify how religious organizations support of foreigners living in Japan. We will examine
previous studies that explore the relationship between religiousness and altruistic behavior, mainly in Christian
organizations, and the motives and behaviors based on altruistic behaviors of religious organizations and groups
that support foreigners living in Japan.

The results of our survey show that the motivations and actions of religious organizations, based on altruistic
behavior, are more than just providing support in the form of food, clothing, and shelter; they also provide
support to foreigners living in foreign countries.

This result shows that religious organizations are significant as they provide religious and mental care to
foreigners in foreign countries. Further, it shows that these supports systems are important to foreigners, whose
religious organizations often base their identity on their faith. These organizations, therefore, fill a role that other
organizations cannot play. The role of altruism in these support systems is the support provided by religious

organizations motivated by altruism based on the beliefs of their believers.

Keywords: support for foreigners living in Japan, religious organizations, altruism, religiousness, volunteering
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