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Research Paper

A Study of Shomon-ki (1)
Understanding the Masakado’s Letter

Ishizuka, Hideo

In Shomon-ki, the letter from Masakado is unique and important position. This letter is
considered to be written by Masakado when he was planning to rise in arms against the old
state, after enduring the long period to struggle among his family. The letter tells us the evident
reason why he had to decide the revolt. Masakado never occupied the several counties in
Bandou area for his own sake. Maskado never struggled among his family for his own will. In
fact, he had been cornered and forced to rise in arms. An author of Shomon-ki had much
sympathy for him because of understanding the situation and his mind as well. According to the
author’s writing, Masakado’s uncles are called as Enemy who attack Masakado, and Masakado
is fighting fiercely with gazing eyes and biting teeth .

When his uncle Yoshikane, called as Enemy, was died, many various persons were
gathering around Masakado. Shomon-ki tells these persons are so called the country mad man
and the cruel county chief. But, no one knows who they were. Masakado’s letter must show
who they were and why they rose in arms with Masakado against the ancient “ritsuryo” legal
codes nation as the local brave man or leader. The letter reveals honestly that Masakado was
fighting with them as the strong sympathizer in several counties of Bandou area. The letter
was written to “daijou” minister Fujiwara Tadahira.

Thus, this study leads to answer who is probable as the writer of these letters by decoding
the mysterious text of the Masakado’s letter.

Key words: Shomon-ki, the Masakado’s letter, Kirokutai, style, Gebumi




