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Research Paper
Investigating the Activities of Saito Kihaku
After He Retired from Public School Principal

Kubota, Takeshi

Saito kihaku(1911~1981)was one of the most distinguished educators in Japan after the
Second World War. He worked seventeen years as Principal (1952~1969) of three local primary
schools in Gunma Prefecture, Japan, and drastically improved minds and skills of teachers and
the motivation and scholastic achievement of pupils. He was also a very good writer. His
Complete Works of 18 volume were also published in 1969~71 by Kokudosha. After he retired
from principal’s post’ in 1969 at the age of 58, Saito started amazingly energetic actions in
various fields. This is just the aim of this paper to overview his activities between 1969~1981.

Of this period, his core activity was to help improve many schools—primary, secondary, and even
tertiary? level, by request of a great number of institutions. When he assisted schools, he used freely
his profound professional knowledge and outstanding skill in teaching. Thus, he addressed and
taught at a lot of schools® ,often taking his followers, throughout Japan. It was as if he were a
pilgrim educator. Second, Saito held a study meeting every third Sunday at his home and many
teachers and researchers joined to be guided by him. Thirdly, Saito was a leader of the Teaching
Method Society, which usually held big meetings three times a year. Furthermore, Saito wrote many
books, essays, papers of education concerned, and presided Gunma branch of a big Japanese poetry
society. Such a busy life for a retired senior might probably resulted in overwork and shortened his
life. Actually, he passed away at the age of seventy by chronic liver disease. However, he greatly
contributed and added more heritages to educational community. Even now, there are still
ex-teachers and ex-professors who are eagerly engaged in teaching Saito’s heritage to schools, etc.
Key words: Saito Kihaku, a Pilgrim Educator, the Third Sunday Meeting, the Teaching

Method Society, Successors of Saito’s Heritage
Notes

1) As for Saito’s activities during Principals period, the author has already presented two papers in Journal of
Japan Professional School of Education Vol.2,2008~2009 and Vol.3,2009~2010.

2)  Saito taught at 6 universities as lecturer., and at one university he also worked as professor for .eight
months.

3)  He taught at 51 schools and 6 universities, of which 11 schools and 5 universities he repeatedly visited to teach.

4)  Totally 93 meetings were held, attending about 3,500 participants between 1967~1980.




