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Practice-based Report
Seminar on Debate and Deliberation

at a Professional School (No. 4):

Educational Effectiveness and the Practices of Panel Discussion

Hanada, Shuichi

This article describes some of the contents of a Seminar on Debate and Deliberation, taught
for five years during the 2006-11 academic years. The Seminar deals with (1) inner speech, (2)
pair talk, (3) group discussion, (4) role-play, (5) debate, (6) panel discussion, and (7) symposium.
This article focuses on the section on panel discussion.

Panel discussion is generally used in academic conferences and seminars as one type of
collective deliberation. In the education field, it started to be used gradually during the 1990s
in Japanese classes, moral education classes, and homeroom activities. It is because panel
discussion has been found, over the past 20 years, to make an educational contribution in
developing logical thinking skills and logical expressions, abilities to utilize information, and
skills to recognize diverse values.

This article documents how panel discussion was taught in this seminar. Based on the
analysis of students’ lecture notes and presentation handouts, this article aims to investigate
the educational effectiveness of the methods used in the course and to contribute to the
development of practice-based research on debate education at professional schools of
education.

Key words: debate, language activities, logical thinking, logical expressions, abilities to utilize

information, diverse values




