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Practice-based Report

Increasing student participation in an intensive summer

school course for student teachers of Japanese

Nakachi, Joji

This paper is a result of my experiences teaching an intensive summer school for student
teachers of Japanese. I made student participation in curriculum design and grading my
organizing principle. To increase participation and involvement I adapted “Label work”
activities and invited guest speakers from various educational situations to address the class.
The guest lectures formed the basis for classroom discussions. Finally, the students and I
negotiated assessment and grading criteria for the class. The whole class was involved in
determining class content and assessment. The teacher-student collaboration and “Label work”
activities increased student motivation, classroom participation and fostered greater interest in
education.

Keywords; student teachers of Japanese, intensive summer school course, collaboration, Label

work
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