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Research Paper

What Is Human Ability?

Scholastic Performances and Human Abilities

Fujinaga, Tamotsu

In Japanese education, traditionally, the scholastic abilities are equated with
scholastic performances (achievements). Recently this tradition is well represented in the
popular belief that the mean of standardized scores of scholastic performances, that is, the
mathematico-statistically elaborated scores of them, is the best and only measure of scholastic
abilities, and by the same token, all intellectual and social achievements. However, deeper
analysis suggests that the Japanese evaluation method of only depending on standardized
scores does not build on theoretical grounds but mainly on common ideas or senses.

The most typical domain of human abilities is intelligence, especially in the Western
orthodoxy, also in the recent history of psychology of intelligence as its derivative. The first
scientific test of intelligence was invented by French psychologist Alfred Binet. The key idea
leading to Binet’s success focused on his method of test construction based on common ideas. In
this sense, the success of Binet’s test is similar to the apparent success of the Japanese
education evaluation method of scholastic abilities by a standardized score. Both are similar as
they depend on the grounds of common ideas. But, as a test of human abilities, capacities of the
standardized scores are far inferior to intelligence tests.

In the world of intelligence tests, great and rapid trends of reform have developed from the
traditional paradigm of intelligence, as seen in the theories of Robert Sternberg or Howard
Gardner, over the last 20 or 30 years. The concept of intelligence is in the middle of scientific
revolution.

Japanese education, I believe, is entering a new age of scientific revolution, so its concept of
scholastic abilities must change to a direction of paradigm reform, not depending on common
ideas but on challenging theoretical grounds.

Key words: scholastic performances, scholastic abilities, abilities, intellectual abilities, 1Q
(Intelligence Quotient), standardized scores of scholastic performances, theories of

intelligence




