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Research Note

Utilizing the “Voices” of Non-Attendance Students:

The Roles of Formal Education and Non-Formal Education

from the Perspectives of De-schooling

Todokoro, Yasutada

This paper argues that theories of de-schooling match well with development patterns of
non-formal (private) schools in Japan, which started with juku, or cram schools and have
promoted learning for students who do not attend regular schools while drawing upon their
individual abilities effectively. The paper started by pointing out that both theories of
de-schooling and establishment of non-formal schools originated in similar spirits of the era
around 1970, resulting in similarities of ideas. Then, it analyzed the following four
institutional perspectives of scholars of de-schooling in order to show some evidence behind the
overlaps: (1) an emphasis placed on school age grouping, (2) teachers with national
qualifications, (3) full-time attendance at school isolated from society, and (4) hidden
curriculum of schooling. Finally, this paper ends with some achievement of non-formal schools
and cases of non-attendance students in order to prove the effectiveness of both.

Key words: deschooling, non-formal education, formal education system, non-attendance at

school, analysis by Buddhism
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