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Practice-based Report

Report and Analysis of the First “School Practicum”

at Japan Professional School of Education

Kubota, Takeshi; Deguchi, Hideki; Ono, Seiichi;
Kira, Naoshi; Ishizuka, Hideo; Nagai, Ayamasa; and Nakaoka, Takashi

This collaborative research study consists of report and analysis of an unprecedented
“School Practicum” in Japan, which was designed for second-year graduate (master’s) students
at Japan Professional School of Education (JPSE) during the academic year 2007-08.

The School Practicum, as it is appropriate for JPSE--the first professional graduate school
of teacher education--in Japan, was designed with the idea of developing a mutually beneficial
practicum. With this idea, students conducted various forms of School Practicum based on
their own plans of practicum, deemed appropriate at their individual schools. That is, the
main idea was to get the practice students involved in as many tasks as possible, encompassing
the entire school affairs, based on the needs of the schools, in contrast to the Education
Practicum conducted as part of teacher education programs at the undergraduate level. A few
issues emerged during the first-year implementation with trial and error, but all students
completed their school practicum, and accomplished the minimum original goal.

In terms of analysis, the contents of the school practicum were classified into three types
(the first type focused on learning, the second type focused on school affairs, and the third type
with a mixture of the two), and the third type with mixture of learning and school affairs
constituted the majority, and this type was demanded by the students as well. This paper also
contains the descriptions of interviews with selected students and schools that fall into three
types of practicum. As the number of participating students was small at 37, there is a need to
continuously analyze the results of the School Practicum during the following years, but on the
whole, schools and students were satisfied with the practicum.

Key words: School Practicum, reciprocal practicum, internship, classification of practicum

contents, analysis of practicum processes, practicum records




