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Practice-based Report

Seminar on Debate and Deliberation
at a Professional School (No.2):

Educational Effectiveness and the Practices of Role-Playing

Hanada, Shuichi

This article describes some of the contents of a Seminar on Debate and Deliberation, taught
for three years during the 2006-09 academic years. It focuses on the section of role-playing.

Role-playing is translated as “performance of roles.” It was originally a technique of
psychodrama in the field of psychotherapy, and is a collective activity based on an improvised
play. The objectives of role-playing are to assist learners to make a new discovery about
themselves and others by acting a role and switching roles, and to help them solve problems by
raising awareness of issues.

Based on the analysis of students’ lecture notes and presentation handouts, this article
aims to investigate the educational effectiveness of the methods used in the course and to
contribute to the development of practice-based research on debate education at professional
schools of education.

Key words: role-playing, language activities, logical thinking, deepening and expansion of

recognition, methods of expression
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