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Research Note

A Few Issues on Kana Expressions in the Heian Era:
Using 7bsa Nikki as Research Material

Ishizuka, Hideo

Tosa Nikki, or Tosa Diary, is an unusual Japanese classic, whose original text, hand-written
by its author, Kino Tsurayuki, can be reconstructed. By studying the kana expressions used in
this book, the actual discourse of the Japanese language used during the Heian Era (around
940 A.D.) can be examined and clarified. In fact, a few issues were identified by closely
examining the uses of the kana letter “n” and verb conjugations of “ya-gyo.”

This research note first reviews and summarizes the existing literature on the issues. It is
followed by the presentation of hypotheses in the context of a future direction of the author’s
research.

[ TN

Key words: 7osa Nikki, kana expressions, kana letter “n”, “e” in “ya-gyo”
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