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Research Paper

Next-Generation Higher Education

in the Knowledge Society:

From the Perspectives of Knowledge Management and Participatory Education

Hayashi, Yoshiki

A wave reforming higher education including postgraduate education is now taking place

in Japan. In line with this trend, arises a demand for a grand design of what higher education

reforms should aim for to trigger a paradigm shift in the whole educational field as well as for

strategies of how they should proceed to attain the goal.

Summing up again the accomplishments of the author’s longtime practical research and

development of sankaku (participatory) education from a perspective of knowledge

management, more specifically, managing new “knowledge,” this paper discusses the following

four issues:

1)

2)

3)

4)

From the educational point of view, “knowledge creation” is essential for ongoing
knowledge socialization (premise);

Key words of “individuality,” “humanity,” “ability to participate in the society,” and
“quality knowledge” should be kept in mind in the practice of next-generation higher
education (goal);

A relationship between participation attitude and the quality of knowledge plays an
important role as a general principle of education (principle); and

Strategies based on the three-index principle for participation and the formation of
participation-driven communities are instrumental in achieving the goal (measures).

Key words: next-generation high education, participatory education, knowledge society,

knowledge creation, social participation skills




