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Practice-based Report

Seminar on Debate and

Deliberation at a Professional School:

Educational Effectiveness and

the Practices of Inner Speech and Pair Talk

Hanada, Shuichi

This article describes some of the contents of a Seminar on Debate and Deliberation, taught
in the 2006-07 academic year. It focuses on the sections on inner speech and pair talk. There
were 11 students in the year-long course.

Inner speech is understood as speech toward oneself as opposed speech toward others. 1
translated it as dialogue within oneself, and treated it as one of the teaching methods of debate
and deliberation. Pair talk is understood as discussion by two persons, dialogue, etc. I
translated it as dialogue between two persons, and also treated it as one of the deliberation
methods. Both inner speech and pair talk aim at deepening, expanding, and reforming one’s
and others’ ideas and recognition through the reiteration of the two forms of dialogues about
certain problems and topics.

Based on the analysis of students’ lecture notes and presentation handouts, this article
aims to investigate the educational effectiveness of the methods used in the course and to
contribute to the development of practice-based research on debate education at professional
schools of education.

Key words: switching position, logical thinking, deepening, expansion, and transformation of

recognition, methods of expression




